
ject to the City Lunatic Asylum, at South Boston, whence however she
was shortly discharged as " not insane." She will without doubt seriously
injure herself before long, probably perforate the bladder, which it. is only
surprising she has not already done.

Bibliographical Notices.

A Treatise on Therapeutics and Pharmacology or Materia Medica. By
George B. Wood, M.D., late President of the American Medical Asso-
ciation, &c. &c. In two vols. pp. 840 and pp. 900. Philadelphia. J. B.
Lippincott & Co.
It was our good fortune, some years since, to attend a course of Lectures

on Materia Medica and Therapeutics, delivered in the University of Penn-
sylvania, at Philadelphia, by the author of the work whose title we have
placed above. We well recollect the pleasure and profit with which we
listened to those lectures. They were admirable expositions of the princi-
ples of therapeutics, and contained careful and accurate descriptions of
drugs and therapeutical compounds. We rejoice to find that those " Lec-
tures constitute the chief substance of the present Treatise."' We are con-
fident that it will meet a want in medical literature which no one could
supply so well as Dr. Wood. The lectures, we have often felt, deserved to
be put into a permanent form for the benefit of the whole profession. In
doing this, the author has rendered a substantial service to the medical
community, for which he will receive their sincere thanks.
The work is rather a treatise on therapeutics than on materia medica. It

describes the effects of drugs on the system, their use and application in
disease, more fully than it does the drugs themselves. It diners from the
United States Dispensatory, of which it is almost needless to say Dr. Wood
is one of the authors, in not treating with the same fulness of detail of (he
subjects peculiar to pharmacology: of the physical and chemical properties,
commercial history and officinal forms of drugs. It differs also from the
author's Treatise on Theory and Practice, in not presenting an elaborate
view of the principles of medicine or discussions upon special diseases. It
necessarily contains much, however, that is common both to the Dispensa-
tory and to the work on theory and practice. We tire glad to say that this
work is not a compilation. It is the result of the author's observations and
experience. The opportunities that Dr. Wood has enjoyed for investigating
the action of drugs on the human economy have been of no ordinary cha-
racter, and this work shows that they have been carefully improved. It is
written from experience. It is the result of personal investigation, and
therefore possesses peculiar value. The treatise is divided into two parts.
The first part is devoted to general therapeutics and pharmacology; the
second, lo special therapeutics and pharmacology. The primary and secon-

dary effects of medicines, (heir modus operandi, the influences which mo-

dify them, the forms in which they are used, the manner of exhibiting them,
&c, are discussed in the first part. The remainder of the work, which
embraces all the second volume and more than three-fourths of the first, is
occupied with an account of remedial agents, not merely of drugs, but. of
all therapeutical appliances, whether drugs or more general remedies, as
cold, heat, electricity, diet, depletion, mineral waters, mental influences and
the like, which the physician of (he present day employs. It is, in fact, a
great merit of the work, that it describes all agents or influences that are
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"capable of being usefully employed in the treatment of disease." We
commend the work most heartily to the profession. When we say that it
will fully sustain the reputation which Dr. Wood has achieved, both in this
country and among our transatlantic brethren, we give to it no ordinary
praise.
We cannot close this brief notice without referring to ihe elegant dedi-cation which prefaces the work. It is dedicated to Franklin Bache, M.D.,

who for more than thirty years has been the intimate friend and fellow
laborer of the author. It is delightful to witness such intimacies and
proofs of esteem among those, whom the world is apt to regard as competi-
tors, if not enemies. It proves that even doctors can be friends. It is ano-
ther instance of that continued courtesy, kindness and friendship between
distinguished men, engaged in the same calling, of which our own city has
furnished an eminent example.The typhngraphical execution of the work is good. The type is large
and clear. The second volume closes with a copious and exact index, bywhich any reference to the text is easily made.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, OCTOBER 9, 1856.

«HEREDITARY INFLUENCE, ANIMAL AND HUMAN."
In Littell's Living Age for October 3d, 1856, we find an elaborate article,

with the above caption, taken from the Westminster Review. The writer
examines the subject in most of its aspects, and with reference to two pub-lications lately issued in England and France, and to another bearing the
date 132S, at Paris. The whole paper will greatly interest the physiologistand the medical philosopher; we have space only for a cursory allusion to
oik; or two points always acknowledged to be of the highest importance to
the welfare of the human race, and about which much has been written ¡mil
a great deal remains to be understood and discovered.
The writer in the Review well remarks, in opening his subject—" The

problem of hereditary transmission, physical and moral, although one of the
most interesting of physiological problems, is also one of the most baffling.In spite of its obscurity it fascínales the inquirer; perhaps with all the
greater force because of its obscurity— * * —

"

To the momentous question of hereditary insanity, the last two or three
pages of the review are devoted. The fact of transmission is, of course,
acknowledged, and two remarkable instances are cited, from the most relia-
ble authorities, to show the fact of periodical recurrence, and the occasional
strong resemblance in the nature of the attacks. Esquirol furnishes an ex-

ample :—"A lady, in her twenty-fifth year, went out of her mind after
her accouchement; her daughter was afflicted in the same way, at the
same age, and under the same circumstances." The other case is related
by Moreau, and is thai " of a man, who, greatly agitated by the events of
the French Revolution, shut himself up in one room, from which he never
stirred during ten years ; bis daughter, on reaching the age at which he
was attacked, fell into the same state, and could not be made to quit her
apartment." These are striking instances. It may be remarked that the lat-
ter, particularly, would have been more so if the second subject of the aflec-
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